


After 100,000 rugged miles of driving, Fermoyle 1·echecks Stude Golden Hawk again. 

A COLDEN HAWK 
100,000 MILES LATER 

BY KEN FERMOYLE 

T AST FALL I had the opportunity to 
L test drive a Studebaker Golden 
Hawk, a car which turned out to be one 
of the more interesting of the 1956 mod­
els. The results were reported in the Jan­
uary, 1956, issue of MOTOR L IFE. Recent­
]) I had the unique experience of driving 
a similar car-only this time it was one 
with 100,000 miles on the odometer! 

Readers often ask why we don't do 
follow-up reports on cars we test "after 
they have some miles on them." As an ex­
periment we decided to try it. 

Studebaker was contacted and officials 
said they would be happy to cooperate. 
"In fact, we have a Golden Hawk which 
has been used extensively for testing and 
now has almost 100,000 miles on it. 
Would that do?" Perfect, we decided! 

I flew down to South Bend just in time 
to drive the Hawk the last few laps­
over a rugged road course and on the 
high speed track-required to complete 
the 100,000 miles. I then had an oppor­
tunity to re-run many of the same tests 
I had gone thru last fall for my original 
Golden Hawk report. The results were 
amazing. 

Before going into that, however, it 
might be best to give a few details of 
what this car had gone thru during its 
100,000-mile life. 

The bulk of those miles were put on 
in standard durability testing, aimed at 
checking out the whole car in general 
and to bring out any design defects that 
need correction. For this type of testing, 
Studebaker has a standard procedure, 
as do all of the companies. In this case, 
the Hawk was run over a three mile 
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road course which has been designed to 
stress every part of the automobile and 
gives the chassis a particularly rough 
time. (The course has a full assortment 
of curves, hills. mean bumps and dips.) 
Then it goes two laps over the oval high 
speed track at spreds ranging from 60 to 
over 100 mph. This test pattern is re­
peated continually. And the Hawk was 
weighted to simulate a five-passenger load 
all this time, by the way! 

Not all its life wao ,,pent in theoe 
dupahility run-. howevrr. Thi- Hawk wa­
al-o u-ed for a number of -iiecial engi­
nerring te-t- to che -pecific thing,­
cooling. performance. accelrration etc. 
\lany of the. te-t- are ,ery -e,·ere and 
place terrific •train on many of the car's 
componenL. 

How did the Golden Hawk -tand up 
under this beating'? .\ complete log wa,-. 
kept on the car durin!! the entirr te!it 
period. -howin!! part- failur -. mainte-
nance. fuel con-umpL - milar data. 
I went o,er th - b 
neers and wa­
things went wrong 
would be true on an 
many miles under !!rneling 
condition . ulate that 
each test mile r pr - n - rou_hh two 
or more mile- o normal drhin!!.). 

The _a- t n · -prung a leak. for exam­
ple. and the ,tarter motor had to be re­
placed. The fan blade assembly cracked 
and the oil pump gave trouble (at 55,000 
miles) . Bearings eventually wore and the 
rear axle got noisy. There were other 
complaints of various natures too; many 
resulting from the special tests men-

tioned above which cc l 
an abnormal degree and 
pretty much at running 
destruction to see ho,, 
take. 

More surprising than the 
such things as the bra e- a 
The brakes ran the full I 
without a lining change! Onl 
justments were made in that tim 
baker engineers were mode-t a 
achievement, pointing out that th 
are one of the few areas which d 
as rugged a workout in thi,, t~ pe 
in g as they would, say. in an equ 
amount of traffic driving. till. I 
a tribute to the Hawk's finned dr 
up that the brakes held up like thi-
still had lining left, as we found , 
pulled a wheel. 

T he springs were equally imv· •· 
The right rear main leaf broke a 
71,000 miles and the left rear hr• 
nearly 89.000 miles. You'd reall~ 
to drive around the rugged road , mr­
and hit some of the bump,, at abo 1l · 
mph as the test drivers do to appre 
what that means. 

As for the engine, it was worked , 
pretty thoroughly at about the 
mark, nreded only minor repair­
that overhaul. Ten sets of spar p _ 
were used, changes being made at IO. 
mile intervals. 

The Hawk delivered more than 
mpg of gas during the entire te-t: 
burned 6187 gallons in the 100.000 :111 -

Oil was changed every 3,000 mile­
the break-in period and a new oil 
installed every 6,000. It had its thirt 
set of tires on when I drove it. 

The thing that impressed me w:1 
fir,t took o, er the driving just befor 
100.000 mark was the overall tif;ht 
of the car. I could only detect one r 
a piece of molding loose above the 
dow on the driver's side apparent!). 
steering was not sloppy. The engine. 
40,000 mile on it since the overhaul. 
smoothly and quietly. The eu- e , 
original except for rear spring~ an 
shocks, showed no obvious sign­
miles it had covered. 

This was an excellent testimomi 
tudebaker, since I was assured 1 

not been given any special attenti n 
cently; just the normal maintenance 
cedures which were carried on thr 
out the test and paralleled the t\ 
care any owner should give hi,, car 

After completing the final lap d 
which the odometer hit the 100. 
and started all over again. e 
up a fifth wheel and ran some 
ance checks. This Hawk had a 
transmission with overdrive. b~ 
while the one I tested last fall had l 
matic drive. 

I found that it takes some prac · 
get the best out of this car on ac I 
tion with thi s transmission. The 
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nation of a 352-cubic-inch engine capable 
of putting out 380 pounds-feet of torque 
and a light rear end makes it difficult to 
get off the mark withou t a lot of time­
wasting wheelspin. At fir,t. my 0-to-60 
mph runs were averaging about 9.5 beC­
onds-a little slower than the firA Hawk 
I drove. After some practice. howen·r. I 
managed several runs under 9 ,econds; 
8.8 was the best time. Thi .. wa, done by 
winding up over 5,000 rpm and getting 
a very smooth and fast shift into second 
gear. The clutch held up well under this 
violent treatment. but the "hift linkage 
had a tendency to hang up slightly going 
into second gear at time,. Thi, helped 
account for the higher initial time,. Obvi­
ously the linkage was bound to get a bit 
sloppy after that many mile,. \11 in all, 
however. I felt tho,e time, were excellent. 

To check mid-range jump. I made sev­
eral run, from --10 to 75 mph. The aver­
age wa,, 9.6 ,econd,. running in regular 
third. not overdrive third. all the way. 

Next came a series of passe,, over the 
road course to get a more thorough check 
on handling. I enjoyed this more than I 
liad with the Ultramatic-equipped job 
tested last fall. The overdri\e gearbo, 
was more fun to use since it permitted 
easy down-shifting for corner- etc. Other­
wise there wasn't much difference be­
tween the two car,. The Golden Hawk is 
obvious ly a bit nose-heavy due to the big. 
heavy Packard V-8. The result i, that the 
front end digs in on fast t ight turns and 
the tail end tends to swing out on you . 
At one point I hit an unexpected bend 
of diminishing radius a shade faster than 
was comfortable . I was running in over­
drive second and punched the throttle to 
try and power thru. It worked out all 
right, but I had an anxiou, monH•nt a­
the front end mushed do" n and the tail 
started to come around. The ,u-pen~ion i­
closer to normal pa~,,enger car ,tandard­
than sports car-like. de,pite the Ha" k-, 
designation as a sporh-type or '·family"' 
sports car. It heel,-, O\er very noticeably 
when cornered hard but sway i, not ex­
cessive. 

Speed runs on the om! track followed. 
Although this track i~ three miles long. 
it is not a true high speed track by mod­
ern standards. The surface tend- tn be 
rough in spots and the turn~ are not too 
steeply banked. However. I did get the 
speedo needle slightly over the 120 mark 
several times. This was indicated speed 
-the fifth wheel used didn't register that 
high-but I estimated it was about an 
honest 110 mph. And there was still more 
go left. 

This "100,000 miles later" test indi­
cated to me that Studebaker has some 
basis for claiming that it builds high 
quality products. When you can put an 
automobile thru 100_000 mile, of back­
breaking te~tin;::: and ha,·e it \\ind 
performing a~ well a• thi­
-you mu,t be hu1ldin'.! • 

MOTOR LIFE, OC10BE 

r;;'C'i'; ,;·;1~"""""(;';';"""~~;~:,~::::'i"""""I 
AND SPECIALS" 
ON LY ,5~ 

AT YOU R 
NEWSSTAND ! 

or 85c by mai l. 

Order by writing 
TREND BOOKS, 

5959 Hollywood Blvd., 

Los Angeles 28, Calif. 

FEATURING 

~ HUNDREDS OF PHOTOS OF 
FABULOUS CARS OF A 
FABULOUS ERA ! 

~ RESTORING A CLASSIC 

~ FOREIGN CARS OF T~E KINGS! 

~ UNUSUAL CARS OF THE MOVIES! 

THE M IGHTY CLASSICS • WHAT' S A "SPECIAL INTEREST" 

CAR? FINDING AND BUYING THEM • HOW TO MAKE MONEY 

WITH CLASSICS • AND A FASCINATING LISTING OF EVER Y 

RED IN THE LAST 50 YEARS! I AMERICAN CAR MANUFACTU I 
faill lll lll llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll llllllllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll~ 

America's most BEAUTIFUL fiberglass body 

J-~--=c7ii ,m, THE 
SPYDER 

The Spyd er will fi t 88 to 102-inch wheelbase including shorten ed 
Fo rd chas sis a nd MG, Healy, Triumph, Singer, Jaguar, Kurtis, etc. 

Priced remarkably low at $295 ro~ r~. 
It weighs only 100 lbs. ond is ide olly suited fo r street o r competiti on. 

Write today for more information. 

SPORTS CAR ENGINEERING Los Angeles W2c:1ri'.0
s• A~;llyewood 2-9331 

ehris 

(Actual photo) 

BUBBLE Skirts 
That LONG -LOW Look! 
CUSTOM DESIGNED TO GIVE 

YOUR CAR LONGER-LOWER, MORE 

GRACEFUL LI NES 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

• NO BOLTS-NO SCREWS-SNAPS ON- • PERFECT FIT GUARANTEE 
SNAPS OFF • CRIMPED RUBBER MOLDING 

• PRIME COATED (NOT SPONGE RUBBER 

• EXTRA HEAVY GAUGE METAL .037 • NO ADJuST•-•ENTS NECESSARY 

CHRISTOPHER & SONS MFG. 
OEAOO~,..,, ·· (HIGA 

: JO o,oER-SEND DRAWINGS FOR FREE ESTIMATES 
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