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FEATURE MODEL 

The 1956 Golden Hawk 
by Fred K. Fox 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I ________ , - - - - - __ ,,___, __ ·-·-··-·-·-·-·-·-··-·-·-··-·-·-·-·--------· - - - -

5 



Swift of wing and sleek of st at ure, the mighty 1956 Golden Hawk was this and more. Not since 
i:t;e golden dcys of the powerful 336 ci President 8' s had Studebaker produced a car capable of 
running with the fastest of the world's automobiles. The 1951 Commander VB was lively and 
quick, end the Speedster perked up the Loewy coupe, but when the 1956 "Goldie" blasted out of 
3outh Bend, it set 2utomobile journalists to buzzing. Frank Rawsome Jr. of POPULAR SCIENCE 
(Dec. '1955, pp. 136) noted: "With some 275 horsepower to urge a comparatively light car, 
its 3ccelerat ion and top speed will peel the smug smirk off many a Thunderbird owner's face. 1

= 

POPULAR MECHANICS (Feb. 1956, pp. 183) called it a "Bombshell" and MOTOR TREND (Feb. 1956, 
pp. 52) cl a imed that .'·Top speed potential borders on 130 mph ••• '· 

Owner: Patrick Green 

The Golden Hawk of 1956 was the only model pro­
duced by Studebaker-Packard (1954-61) that really 
combined the knowledge and products of the two 
comp an ies into one car. To do this, the engi­
neers shoe-horned a 352 ci, 275 horsepowered 
Pack 3rd VB engine an d an optional Twin Ultramatic 
transmission (they came st and ard with three speed 
and overdrive) into what was nothing but a modern­
ized(?) 1953 St 2rliner. The result was an 
extremely fast family sports coupe which consid­
erably altered Studebaker's postwar economy image. 
The Packard engine which gave the Hawk all of its 
zip presented quite a problem when one tried to 
take corners like one was driving an Aston Martin. 
The Skypower Packard engine was much heavier than 
the Studebaker VB (no lightweight itself) and thus 
the Golden Hawk was extremely front-end heavy. 
The overwe ight front-end combined with the long 
120¼ inch wheelbase mode high speed cornering a 

little timorous to say the least, but for the '·family sports driver' little discomfort was 
re a lized. The use of the word '·sport" in reg ard to the Hawk ; nd the herd of personal _sports 
c ~rs that followed was decei vihg. The average American w~nted a sporty looking family car 
2n d this was a fact that Studeb 2ker well re a lized. 

Introduced a long with the 
Golden Hawk were three 
other Hawk models: The 
Sky Hawk, the Power Hawk 
an d the Flight Hawk. 
The Sky Hawk was a hard­
top model like the Golden 
H2wk , but it did not hav e 
the fiberglass fins. The 
Sky Hawk was powered by a 
289 ci Pres ident VB. Next 
down the line was the Pow­
er Hawk, a pillar coupe 
(originating from the 1953 
St arlight) which was push­
ed a long by a 25 9 ci Com­
mander VB . ~t the bottom 
of the list wcs the Fli ght 
Hawk, a l so a pillar coupe 
which r2d th e long stroke 
185 . G ci Ch~mpion 6 under 
i ts hood. Four different 
H~wk models proved confus­
in g t o the public en d prob­
rb l v for some salesmen, so 
in 1957 Studeb~ker switched 
t o two Hawk models ; the 
Golden Hawk 2n d the Sil ver 
HEwk . The Silver Hawk ~8 
replaced th e Fower Hawk 
( a l though it had 2 289 VB 

All 1956 H2wks featured this non-functional 

hood scoop bubble. The bubble sha pe was 

unique to 1956. 
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instead of a 259 VB) and the Silver Hawk 6 repl Eced the Flight Hawk . The 1956 Golden Hcwk 
and Sky Hawk were replaced by the new superch Erged 289 VB Golden Hawk. By 1959 only the 
Silver Hawk surviv~d, but then that is another story. 

The accomp anying pictures show some of the f eat ures of the 1956 Golden Hawk. As mentione d 
before, it was basically a 1953 Starli ner with a new hood an d grill, sculptured trunk lid, 
fibergl ass fins and a dded ornament at ion. Interestingl y deleted was the chrome trim that rar 
along under the windshield and a long the top of the doors . This trim was revi ved aga in on 
Golden Hawks in 1957. Trim items included st ainless steel wheel cutout protectors, horizo n­
tally grooved trim just a bo ve the rocker panel an d a st ainless steel "halo" just forward of 
the rear window. The '·halon w,_i s set farther back than the simil 2r i tern used on the 1955 
Speedster. Wire wheel hubcaps continued as an opt ion al item. Du a l e xhausts were st sndard 
on the Golden Hawk an d the origi na l exh aus t e xt ensions were he avy ve rtic a l chrome affairs 
with a verticle fin in the middle. These extensions directed the exhaust str aight ou t r ather 
than down as did the Hawk horizontal exh a ust deflectors of 1957-64 . Luckily, the Golden Haw 
did not copy the popul ar design f ad of extending the tailpipes through the re 2r bumpers. 
Ford, G.M. and Chrysler used this trick and the a lmost immediate result was sooty black anrl 
rusty bumpers. 

The Hawk series was the result of executive pressure on the desi gner s to produce 2, more 
conventiona l looking sports coupe. The 1953 Loewy coupe ( actu a lly designed by a Loewy as so­
ci ate by the n~me of Robert Bourke) was a clean and bea uti f ul design, but the ''t op br as s ' 
felt that it h,Jd to be ,;modernized", thus the fins and r aised hood. Designer resist an ce to 
l a rge f ins resulted in the unique 8nd toned down f i be rg l ass fins of 1956. In 1957, the po p­
ular cr8z e took over and l arger flared fins were grafted onto all Hawks. Although cont ro­
versial, these fins were ( ~nd still are) admired by many aut o lovers. Fortun at ely, designer 
pressure ~nd lack of f unds kept Studeba ker from switching the Ha wk windshield to the popu lar 
wr op around style. The Loewy coupe windshield was alr e ady very close t o the driver and a 
wr c1 p around windshield would have produced a "dog le g " that would have ma de entry very dif-

·-----------------------------------·------
FEATURE CAR 

The selection of the feature c ar for this 
1955 Golden Hawk issue was cert ainly no 
problem. Anthony and Toni Brouzes own one of 
the nicest ex 8mples around an d besides , their 
pride-an d-joy h~s some rare items that one 
seldom sees on Golden Hawks of this vint ag e. 

The Brouzes' li ve in Modesto , Californi a 
where Anthony operat es a jewelry shop in the 
famous McHenry Village . One Sunday afternoon 
this past spring, your editor visited with 
the Brouzes' and took a dv antage of the good 
weather to shoot a few pictures and t ake a 
test dri ve. Recently repainted in its ori g­
inal black, the Golden Hawk has approximate ly 
75,000 miles on it. Equipped with the stan­
dard, but seldom seen, three speed and over­
dri ve tr ansmission; the c ar is quite enjoy­
able to drive. Hav ing dri ven to their home 
in a 1960 Hawk, it was quite a contrast to 
slide behind the wheel of the 1956 . The first 
thing one notices is the controversial fender­
mounted turning sign a ls and the small hood 
bubble which is unique to this year of Hawk. 
I nside, the driver is confronted by the 
classic engine-turned stainless steel dash 
which was standard in Hawks from 1956 to 1961 
Ca similar, although differently designed 
dash was used in the 1955 Speedster). The 
Golden Hawk has the full compliment of gauges 
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with the vacuum gauge only registering vacu~­
re ad ings inste a d of both va cuum and press ure 
as in the superch ar ged 1957 - 1958 Golden Haw 5 . 

Other interior differences from l ater Hawks 
include flared door armrests (these 

Anthony Brouzes takes a look 2t 
his "Skypower" 352 VB. 

Note the twin air cleaners. 



ficult. The wrap around style was incorporated into f 
sedans and wagons in mid-1955 and was carried on I 
into the Larks where it was finally eliminated by I 
Egbert and Stevens in 1963. I 
Except for the 1965-66 models, the 1956 Golden Hawk · 
was the only non-Studebaker powered car to come from 
Studebaker after World War II. The Packard engine 
gave the Loewy coupe the power some people wished it 
could have had in 1953. The engine was the same one 
used in the 1956 Clipper Custom. A four inch bore 

l 
and 3¼ inch stroke with a 9.5:1 compression ratio 
and a 4-barrel Carter carburetor gave the 352 ci 
engine 275 horsepower at 4600 rpm. At this time, 
the Chevy VB had 205 horsepower, the Ford VB had 202 
horsepower and the mighty Olds 88 had 240 horsepowerJ 
The engine can be quickly differentiated from the I 
Studebaker VB by noticing the valve covers which 
are bolted down on the edges instead of in the 
middle as all Studebaker VB's were. Hydraulic valve 
lifters made the properly tuned Golden Hawk engine 
hard to beat for quietness and smoothness of oper­
ation. If modern thin wall casting .methods could 
have been used to produce the Skypower 352 VB, the 
resulting lightweight engine would have been a per­
fect match for the Studebaker chassis, but even as 
a heavyweight it still resulted in a unique and 
completely functional combination. 

----------· ___ , _________________ _ 
in the rare 1957 Golden Hawk 400 and in 1958 
Packard Hawks), different dash switch combin­
ation, a braid cord along the edge of the 
headliner above the windows and the non-dished 
steering wheel. 

The big 352 cubic inch "Skypower" Packard 
engine with hydraulic valve lifters is a very 
responsive and quiet engine. The Brouzes' 
car has the added zip of a dealer installed 
dual four barrel intake manifold and carbu­
retor setup. This arrangement was used on 
the famous Packard Carribean and many dealers, 
as well as hop-up enthusiasts, installed it 
on 1956 Golden Hawks for extra power. This 
combination gave the Golden Hawk about 290 
horsepower. Driving the Hawk around the 
residential streets of Modesto certainly did 
not give us a chance to determine its full 
potential, but the strong feeling definitely 
existed. The optional power steering consid­
erably reduced the heavy front end feeling 
and actually made the Hawk quite easy to 
handle. It certainly would make a pleasure­
able long distance tour car. 

Anthony and Toni have had the car since it 
'Jas about three years old and are certain 
that they will have it for many years to come. 
We thank them for a pleasant afternoon. 

I 
I 
I 

9 

The handsome engine-turned 
stainless steel dash was well 

received by auto critics 
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Door mounted seat belts were 

a Studebaker option in 1956 

With the popularity of the Avanti and 
Gran Turismo Hawk, most SDC members 
forget the impact the Golden Hawk had 
on the general public when it was in­
troduced. This original enthusiasm 
lingers on today when you mention the 
name Studebaker to a non-collector 
friend and he immediately remembers the 
Golden Hawk and how they were once the 
kings of the road. 

Not universally accepted by all connois­
seurs of the automobile, the 1956 Golden 
Hawk did have some outstanding features 
that definitely cannot be disputed. 



Only the 1956 Golden Hawk had this 
in t eresting side t rim. A simil ar, 

but lower mounted trim was used on 
the GT Hawk. 

0115-23 -------iii:iii: 
0102-25------

0841-1 

0841-5 

0102-15 0106-10 

0303-1 

0115-25 

Fibergl ass fins gav e the 1956 Golde n 
Hawk the "modern look 1. . Other 

1956 Hawks did not use this fin 
t re atmen t . The l a r ger fins used 

on 1957-61 Hawks were made of met al. 

011 8- 1 0 115- 18 

--0506-6 

0105-45 
0102 -1 

0115-1 0109-4 

1956 Golden Hawk Skypower VB 

This basic engine besides being used in Pack ards an d Clippers was a lso used in 
the 1955-56 Hudson Hornet and the 1955-56 Nash Ambass ador. The Hawk version had 
more power th an those supplied to Hudson and No sh. 
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SOME FACTS 

WHEEL iJi4S E 

OVERALL LE ~JG TH 

HEIGHT 

WIDTH 

WEIGHT 

HORSEPOWER 

DISFLACEMENT 

TORQUE 

TIRES 

ST!-\ NDARD REAR 

AXLE RATIOS 

120½ ir1ches 

? 04 inches 

S6 Y1 inches 

7• :X, inches 

3 ,5 00 pounds 

275 tc,l 4600 rpm 

35 2 cubic inches 

380 lbs - ft @ 2800 rpm 

7.10 X 15 

3.92 

3 . 07 

with overdrive 

with Ultramatic 

MODEL SYMBOL - 56 J 

BODY SYMBOL 

ENGINE PREFIX 

PRODUCTION: U.S . 

EXPORT 

CANADA 

TOTAL 

BASE PRICE AT FACTORY 

NUMBER I N SEQUOIA CHAPTER 

11 

K 7 

K with overdrive 

S with Ultr am~tic 

3 ,77 9 

241 

51 

4,071 

$ 2 ,800 
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THE 
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1955 GOLDEN HAWK 
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